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thereafter my rocks and crystals served me as a mirror wherein I
might discern mankind, and man's development and history."
For about a year the work of Froebel was interrupted
by sendee in the army to repel the Napoleonic aggressions.
Here he met his enthusiastic young friends and lifelong as-
sistants, Heinrich Langethal and Wilhehn Middendorf, who
had been students of theology at Berlin, Then, in 1814, he
returned to the university, and, as an assistant to Profes-
sor Weiss, for a time became completely immersed in crys-
tallography as a key to the organization of the universe.
His School at Keilhau and the Education of Man
But Froebel had never lost sight of his original pur- in
pose of educational reform.   While  at the  university
he  continued his  study of  child nature by teaching
in  the  Pestalozzian  school of Plamann*  and his in-
German In-
sight into natural science only intensified his belief in stitute'at
Keilhau.
the possibility of "a more human, related, affiliated,
connected treatment and consideration of the subjects of
education." He declined a professorship at Stockholm,
and, in 1816, against the advice of his friendly chief, lie
even resigned from Berlin, to take charge of the education
of five young nephews and thus work out his pedagogical
theories. In this venture he was soon joined by Midden-
dorf and Langethal, and with them he founded 'The
Universal German Institute of Education* at the Thiiriri-
1 See footnote on p* 156.